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27th June, 192 


(¥ 


Mr. L. BE. Pryant, 
Roberta, Tenn. 


Dear Sir: 


We have in this Museum exemples of so-called axe 
money found in Oaxaca. These ere not Chinese, and the 
best authorities do not consider them money but cere- 
monial pleees. Personally, I have no opinion. The 
American Museum of Fatural History has. several thousand 
of these from one or two large finds. 


Your second piece, found in Nicaragua and Ecuador, 
is probably not money but ceremonial. We have no litere- 
ture on the subject; there are, however, I think, articles 
about this. My information has been derived from talks 
with other museum curators and studértsoéf Inecan and pre- 
Colombian archaeology. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
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Sth July, 1928 


Mr. L. E. Bryant, 
Roberta, Texas 


Dear Sir: : 3 
Your second letter received. I really believe, as you © 
do, that thése egg-shaped coins found in Mexico should be classed — 
as money. We used to so label them in this Museum until we were — 
Called down for so doing by our neighbom, The Museum of the 
American Indian, Heye Foundation, who have the seme address as 
we do. Why not write to Mr. George F. Heye for his opinion? 
Also, why not write to thé American Museum of Natural History: 
in New York City, as well as to the yational Museum at Washington? | 
However, probably the best place to write to would be the ‘etiouaie 
Museum at Mexico City. 


Under no circumstances do I think there is any connection — fa 
between these and the Chinese barter pieces that might be reproduc-. — 
tions of hoes, spades, or pitchforks. The mere fact that all of 
the Mexican pieces that I have seen conform in shape and fabrie to- ee 
the seme type certainly should bind them to the money idea. Our ag: 
collection is very strong in Chinese axe and hoe money, if you want are 
to call it such. There has been also a great deal of misconception — iy 
concerning these. Roughly, the best ROS Ey is something like ee ie 

As the Chinese were getting out of the barter stage, certain 
units of value held strong, and gradually they began to make tokens 
in semblance to certain recognized units of value. The first ones” 
naturally approach nearer the original objects, gradually peeoming | Dare 3 
smaller as the token idea crystallized. Later, certain of the more pe 
used types became standardized as money and were inscribed-either — ? 
with place-names, weights, or other identifying marks. I am ‘going 
away in-a few days for the summer so it will be impossible to ‘send . 
you photographs of some of the earlier Chinese pieces, but I will =i 
try to include with this letter certainrdrawings and outlines. ao < 


Very truly yours, Es 
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